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August 20, 1999

TO: All Wholesaler s, Non-Resident Dealers, and Other I nterested Parties

SUBJECT:

The 1999 Session of the Maryland General Assembly
passed new legislation relating to interstate shipments of
alcoholic beverages (also known as“mail order” acohal).
House Bill 278, which was signed into law, and becomes
effective October 1, 1999, makesit afelony for anyone
engaged inthe businessof selling or distributing al coholic
beverages in or from another state to ship, cause to be
shipped, or deliver a coholic beveragesto personsin
Maryland who do not hold the proper class of license or
permit. Thisprohibition alsoincludesalcohol that isor-
dered or purchased through a computer network (i.e. the
Internet).

Whilethisactivity iscurrently illegal, as of the October
1, any direct shipment or transportation of alcoholic bever-
ages to consumers from out of stateisafelony. Under
thislegidation, it would be considered aviolationfor a
license or permit holder, or other person or entity, to utilize

I nter state Shipment of Alcoholic Bever ages—Felony Provisions

athird party to clear or ship product to the Maryland
consumer or to act as the consumer’s “agent” in arranging

shipping.

It would also be aviolation for apublic carrier or
transporter to ship or deliver such product in Maryland. In
addition to the transporter being charged under the felony
provision, a conveyance used to transport contraband
product and/or the product itself could be confiscated.

Asin the past, the Maryland Alcohol and Tobacco Tax
Unit will continueto actively enforce Maryland laws
prohibiting direct shipments, including the new law which
makesthis activity afelony.

Please contact this office at (410) 260-7314 if you have
any questionsregarding thisbulletin.

Charles W. Ehart, DPA
Director

where. TTY: 410-767-1967 (Baltimore metro area).

Affairs Office 410-260-7995 (voice), 410-260-7157 (TTY).

For the deaf and hard of hearing: TTY users call via Maryland Relay at 711 in Maryland or 1-800-735-2258 from else-
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